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For People Who Care for Young Children
START WITH AN “A”

Before entering kindergarten, children should be familiar with some of the letters in the alphabet, how they
look, and the sounds they represent. Remember that every time children see or hear alphabet letters, they are
becoming more familiar with them.

As we start a new school year, it’s a good time to begin introducing the alphabet to young children beginning
with the letter “A.” Read this special story by Mary Beth Spann from AlphaStories (First Teacher Press) to your
group and then try the activities on the following pages.
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Once upon a time, there lived a little ant named Anthony who didn’t know what to give his teacher Ms.
Atom for her birthday. Anthony thought and thought, and ynally, he had a good idea. “I’ll bring her an
apple,” he said. “Teachers always love apples!”

So, early one morning before school, Anthony walked all the way to the apple orchard, and sure enough,
there on the ground was a nice, juicy, red apple that had just fallen from the tree. It would be perfect for Ms.
Atom!

Just then, some bigger ants on their way to school saw Anthony and asked him what he was doing.

“I want to bring an apple to my teacher,” said Anthony. filém just trying to ygure out how to move this
apple all the way to school.”

“Ha, ha, ha!”’ laughed the bigger ants. “You can’t move that apple to school. You can’t; you can’t!”

Anthony’s feelings were hurt, but he took a deep breath and said, “Never say, ‘Can’t’ to an ant!”

First, Anthony tried pushing on the apple with his right legs. The apple didn’t move.

“You can’t; you can’t!” laughed the bigger ants.

“Never say, ‘Can’t’ to an ant!” shouted Anthony.

Next, Anthony tried pulling on the apple with his left legs. The apple didn’t move.

“You can’t; you can’t!” laughed the bigger ants.

“Never say, ‘Can’t,” to an ant!” shouted Anthony.

Finally, Anthony tried pushing and pulling on the apple with all six of his legs. The apple still didn’t
move.

“You can’t; you can’t!” laughed the bigger ants. And they left for school. For one second, Anthony
worried that maybe the bigger ants were right. But then Anthony had another good idea. He began breaking
off little pieces of the apple and carrying them to school, one by one. When he was done, he put the pieces in

a jar with honey and cinnamon and mashed everything together. He closed the jar lid tight and decorated it
with a ribbon.

School was just about to begin when a tired Anthony arrived at his class. The other ants had piled
their presents on Ms. Atom’s desk. There were apricots and airplanes and even an alphabet book. But the
sweetest, most amazing gift of all was a jar of Anthony Ant’s apple sauce. On the jar was a ribbon, and tied
to the ribbon was a little message that said:

“Never say, ‘Can’t,’ to an ant!”
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