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As we begin a new school 
year, we say, “Hello” 
to new children and get 

to know each other.  But people 
say “hello” in many ways.  
Making a HELLO poster with 
your group will help children 
become aware that although 
different languages have their 
special words and alphabets; 
people communicate the same 
thoughts and ideas.  As you 
make this poster and participate 
in the following activities, 
children will learn how people 
greet each other (say “Hello”) 
in many different languages.
     First, send a letter home 
to parents to help you ýnd 
out about each child’s ethnic 
background.  Attach a ýle card 
or two to each letter.
     As the cards are returned, 
invite children to attach them to 
a large piece of poster board. As 
you introduce a new greeting, 
point out countries on a world 
map or globe where children 
might hear this said.  Pronounce 
the word and invite children to 
repeat it after you.
     Make a Greetings Mural 
to go with the poster.  Invite 
children to draw pictures of 
themselves with crayons or 
markers.  Cut out these pictures. 
On a bulletin board or large 
sheet of poster board, draw a 

long line to be a sidewalk.  Glue 
the drawings of children on the 
paper as though they are walking 
down the sidewalk, greeting 
each other.  Draw an oval speech 
bubble next to each child’s head.  
Help children write or dictate 
their favorite greeting in their 
bubble.  Let children continue 
to add other details to the mural 
such as trees, houses, and pets.  
Display this mural along with 
your HELLO poster in a place 
where everyone can enjoy them.

     If you wish, collect posters 
from other cultures and countries 
(available at travel agents), 
display toys and clothing of other 
cultures, and postcards or photos 
from other lands.  Your local 
library is a wonderful place to 
check out books about children in 
other cultures.  Read these aloud 
often during story hour.                  	
     It is very important that our 
children learn to understand 
diversity and appreciate the many 
cultures that exist in our country.  

Dear Parents,
     Your child is learning that people greet each other in many 
different ways.  We are creating a poster that shows words of 
greeting in different languages and even different alphabets. 
Hopefully your child will be able to experience the beauty of many 
languages.
     We would like our poster to represent all of the languages spoken 
by the families of children in our program as well as languages 
spoken by other members of our community.  So we are asking you 
to write a greeting on the attached cards in the language spoken 
in your home or any language spoken by members of your family.  
Please use as many cards as you need.  Your child may want to ask 
friends and community helpers to write down greetings as well.  
     When you next visit our program, please take a look at our HELLO 
poster.  We hope that you will feel very welcome when we greet 
you in so many languages.

					     Sincerely,




